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 Metro New York World Ministry

DAY 12 - “The Enemy Among Us” April 25, 2014

Isaiah 28:9, 10

Good morning to God’s people around the world on this 25th day of April, another blessed Preparation day. May God’s richest blessings be on all who are listening, where ever you are right now. Let us seek God’s guidance.


Father in heaven, we thank you for Jesus. Lord today we  seek even more of your richest blessings for understanding. We  want to be like Jesus and in His name we pray, Amen. 

When I was a young man I loved to hear the radio broadcasts of the Voice of Prophecy with HMS Richards Sr. and HMS Richards Jr., with the Kings Herald quartet singing “Lift Up the Trumpets.” What I enjoyed most was how they handled questions from listeners with the older Richards answering as the younger read the questions.


In my years, I have seen many specific areas where Seventh-day Adventists have difficulty understanding certain things. Therefore today our talk will be in a question and answer format and we are going to look at those areas as time allows.


I will frame each question in the third person, which would be in many of the listener’s minds, and then with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Bible, the S.O.P. and some simplified explanation, give the answers.


QUESTION #1
I am confused by Ephesians 2:15 which reads “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;”  

So my question is does Ephesians 2:15 pertain to the Ten Commandments? The answer is NO!  Listen to what ordinances are. Ordinances are requirements regarding religious festivals, feasts, sacrifices and ceremonies. Ordinances are found all through the Law of Moses. 2 Chronicles 33:8 says, “Neither will I any more remove the foot of Israel from out of the land which I have appointed for your fathers; so that they will take heed to do all that I have commanded them, according to the whole law (Ten Commandmets) and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses.”  

FACT - There are no ordinances in the Ten Commandments.
Jesus instituted the ordinances of humility (the foot washing) and the ordinance of communion. They, along with the ordinance of baptism, are part of the New Covenant and are the only ordnances Jesus put into the New Covenant. 

In Ephesians 2:15 Paul is speaking about the dissension which created the bitter feelings (enmity) between the Jewish Christians and the Gentile Christians, primarily over circumcision, however the Jewish Christians wanted them to keep the feast days as well. The wall of partition, verse 14, is what separates and Jesus in His death has abolished or slain the enmity verse 16, by nailing the ceremonial Law of Moses to the cross.

QUESTION #2 
Does Colossians 2: 14-16 teach that God’s Law ended at the cross? 

Many surface readers often take Paul’s writings and twist the meaning to say what Paul never intended, so that they fit their misunderstanding. Peter addressed that in 2 Peter 3:15, 16 which reads: “And account [that] the longsuffering of our Lord [is] salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  As also in all [his] epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as [they do] also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.
We need to understand exactly what Paul had written in Colossians 2: 14-17 and exactly what was nailed to the cross. So let’s read those verses first and then dissect them so that we can understand what Paul was really saying.

 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.”     

Blotting out the handwriting – The handwriting was done by Moses – Leviticus 26:46 “These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which the LORD made between him and the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.” 
handwriting of ordnances - Just as in Ephesians 2:15, so in Colossians 2 14, there are NO ordinances in the Ten Commandments.
handwriting of ordinances that was against us; which was contrary to us – Deuteronomy 31:26 says, “Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.” There is nothing against us in the Ten Commandments. In fact Paul said God’s law was holy and just and good in Romans 7:12. This Paul wrote many years after the cross.

Let no man therefore judge you in Meat or in drink – This has nothing to do with what people ate or drank. It was specifically pertaining to the offerings in ceremony. Leviticus 23:13 “And the meat offering thereof [shall be] two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD [for] a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof [shall be] of wine, the fourth [part] of an hin.” So you see, the meat offering is not flesh food, it is a fine flour mixed with oil. The drink offering was wine. It was usually offered with the animal sacrifice. See verses 16, 18 and 37. See also Numbers 28 and 29 for numerous mentions of meat and drink offerings. 

Going on, “or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:– Since verses 14 - 16 have pertained to the Law of Moses, the reference to Sabbath days cannot refer to the Sabbath of the 4th commandment in the Law of God. Notice it is plural, Sabbath days. They pertain to the seven yearly Sabbath days in Leviticus 23:5, 6, 11, 15, 24, 27 and 34. They are Passover; Feast of Unleavened Bread; Wave Sheaf (First Fruits); Feast of Weeks (Pentecost); Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah); Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) and the Feast of Tabernacles (Ingathering). These annual Sabbath days pointed forward to Christ and were a shadow of things to come, as Colossians 2:17 says, that met its substance in Christ, while God’s seventh day Sabbath of the fourth commandment was never a shadow pointing forward to Christ, but rather points back to creation. Verse 17 is usually the scripture they don’t read.

QUESTION #3 

When I talk to Sunday Christians, they say that keeping the Sabbath puts me under the law while they are under grace. Can you explain what they mean by that?   We need to look at Romans 6:14, 15. “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.” 
They will usually quote this verse without reading verse 15. Here is what verse 15 says, “What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.” 
Now here is what Paul is saying. We do not keep the law as a means of salvation. We keep the law as commanded because we love God and therefore in keeping the law, we are under grace and not under the penalty that breaking the law would entail. So those who keep the commandments are not under the penalty of the law, for they are not sinning, while commandment breakers are under the law and its penalty. 
QUESTION #4 

Many of my Christian friends say that they are saved by grace through faith and they say I am trying to be saved by works. They point to Ephesians 2:8, 9. Can you help me to really understand these scriptures?

Yes, the problem is that they do not understand the principles involved. Let’s read those two verses. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

Here is the first principle: We are saved by the grace of God because of what Jesus did on the cross. That is the basis of salvation and sinful man can add nothing to the basis.

If you are keeping the law in order to be saved; then that is a legalistic approach to salvation and will fail completely. The reason being, keeping the law is a condition of salvation and not the basis. Have your pad, pen or pencil ready as you need to put this on paper. Draw a straight line down the center of your paper from top to bottom.

What did we say is the basis of salvation? 

We said we are saved by grace through faith in what Christ did for us on Calvary. He did it all. 

So write the words basis of salvation at the top left of your paper and draw a horizontal line under it from left to the far right. Then write Eph. 2:8, 9 on the left side under the line. You are finished with the left side.

Now write the words conditions of salvation on the right side above the line.

Brothers and Sisters, there are those who say all you have to do is believe and you will be saved without conditions. That’s from Satan’s scriptures and it is cheap grace and not Biblical. Brethren, let us understand that salvation is free, but it wasn’t cheap. There are most definitely conditions to salvation. I will give you seven, and you can number 1 through 7 down the page under the line where you wrote conditions of salvation.

#One - Believe - We must believe that Jesus is both our Lord and our Savior. Too many people want Jesus as Savior, but not Lord. Because with Jesus as Lord they must be obedient to all His commands. Next to the word believe write Acts 16:31 You may look it up later, but it says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Here is the question: Can I get to heaven if I don’t believe in Jesus? No! Therefore it is a condition of salvation.

#Two - Repentance - As the Holy Spirit convicts us of our sins and what it did to our Savior, it will bring about the spirit of repentance. Next to the word repentance write Acts 3:19 which says, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” Can I get to heaven if I don’t repent? No! Without repentance, which is a godly sorrow, the sins cannot be blotted out; so it is a condition of salvation.

#Three - Confession - Aware of the sins committed, it is necessary to confess our sins. Is confession required to inform God of what you have done? Not at all because He is aware of every sin, every idle word you have spoken, every evil thought that dwelt in your mind. What is necessary is to confess to God every sin that the Holy Spirit brings to your remembrance and then to ask for forgiveness and believe you have been forgiven. Next to the word confession write 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Can I get to heaven if I don’t confess my sins to God? No! Without confession there is no cleansing. It is a condition of salvation.

#Four - Keep the Commandments – Failure to keep the commandments of God will end in forfeiture of eternal life. Next to keep the Commandments write Matthew 19:16, 17 the scripture says, “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” The word IF that Jesus used makes it conditional. “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Jesus was not making a suggestion to the young man, keeping the commandments is His command to all who are serious about salvation. Can I get to heaven if I am willfully breaking the commandments, even just one? No! It is a condition of salvation.
#Five - Baptism – Next to the word Baptism write John 3:5. Jesus made baptism a condition when He told Nicodemus in John 3:5, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” Jesus made baptism a condition of salvation. If I am physically capable, can I get to heaven if I am not baptized? No!  Jesus Himself began His public ministry in 27 AD by being baptized, and He is our example in all things. But Pastor Vaughn, what about the thief on the cross who Jesus gave assurance of salvation and what about death-bed confessions and inmates on death row who can’t be baptized? The answer is in this question: Did Jesus need to be baptized? No for He was sinless. His baptism would cover every sincere converted sinner that is physically incapable of being baptized. What a Savior.
#Six - Loving Jesus – Next to loving Jesus write James 1:12. James said this in James 1:12 “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” Then James said this in James 2:5 “Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?” Indeed God is the source of love and we are only capable of loving Him by surrendering our will to Him.
#Seven - The seventh condition of salvation is Character Perfection - God’s Prophet Says this in Maranatha 53.2: 
 “The Lord reproves and corrects the people who profess to keep His law. He points out their sins and lays open their iniquity because He wishes to separate all sin and wickedness from them, that they may perfect holiness in His fear and be prepared to die in the Lord or to be translated to heaven. . . .”  {Mar 53.2} 
Then in Mar. 82.5 and listen carefully, "One wrong trait of character, one sinful desire cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel.... The pains of duty and the pleasures of sin are the cords with which Satan binds men in his snares. Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act are the only ones who will be found faithful.”  {Mar 82.5}  

Then in Mar. 53.3 “God will accept nothing but purity and holiness; one spot, one wrinkle, one defect in the character, will forever debar them from heaven, with all its glories and treasures.”  {Mar 53.3}

When you understand this principle, that the basis of salvation is saved by grace through faith in what Christ did for us on Calvary; and the conditions of salvation are believing in Jesus, repentance and confession of our sins and asking for forgiveness, obedience to God’s law, being baptized; loving Jesus; and attaining to character perfection, then you will not get tripped up with the false doctrine of once saved, always saved.

QUESTION #5
I have encountered some SDA’s who say we must keep the feast days. Can you help me understand if they are right or wrong as I want to do what God would have me do?

Answer: Keeping the feast days is just one of the winds of doctrine which has bogged down so many serious Adventists at a time where they should be following the commission given to God’s church of the last days.

There are seven in number and they were yearly Sabbaths and are found in Leviticus 23:5, 6, 11, 15, 24, 27 and 34. 

1. The Passover – 14th day of first month Abib
Lev. 23:5 "In the fourteenth [day] of the first month at even [is] the LORD's passover."
Jesus was the Passover Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. He instituted in the place of Passover, the communion service. He died on the cross on that Friday Passover, right on time. 

(1. Passover fulfilled by Jesus)
2. The Feast of Unleavened bread – 15th day of first month Abib
Lev. 23:6 "And on the fifteenth day of the same month [is] the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD" That particular, 31 AD the 15th was a Sabbath, and therefore a High Sabbath. 
Unleavened means no yeast type ingredient to make it rise. Yeast is associated with sin. When Jesus, the bread of life, the bread that came down from heaven, died, He had no sin. He was in the tomb on the Sabbath, the day following His death. Jesus was the unleavened Bread.
(2. Unleavened bread fulfilled by Jesus) 
3. The Wave Sheaf - 16th day of first month Abib

Lev. 23:11 "And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it."
Jesus fulfilled the Wave Sheaf by His resurrection on the first day of the week. (3. Wave Sheaf fulfilled by Jesus)
 

From the day Jesus rose from the dead, the day after the Sabbath, count 7 Sabbaths plus one day. (50 days) The feast of weeks also called Pentecost.
Lev. 23:15 "And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:  

Lev. 23:16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD."
This would be the feast of Pentecost and was fulfilled when Jesus sent the Comforter and the former rain of the Holy Spirit. 

(4. Pentecost fulfilled by Jesus)
The latter rain of the Holy Spirit is yet to come on the faithful prepared to receive it and the 4 angel's messages will be preached with great power.
 

4. The Feast of Trumpets, today called Rosh Hashanah:
Lev. 23:24 "Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first [day] of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation."  

The Feast of Trumpets was to announce the coming "Day of Atonement." From 1833 to 1844 the Millerite movement was proclaiming that Jesus was coming on October 22, 1844. They had the date right, but the event was wrong. It was also called the great advent awakening. Many people all over the world were expecting Jesus to come. 

(5. The feast of trumpets fulfilled by Jesus) 
 

6. The Day of Atonement, today called Yom Kippur:

Lev. 23:27 "Also on the tenth [day] of this seventh month [there shall be] a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD."
This was the most solemn of all the feast days as this was the day that determined if the camp of Israel's sins were forgiven for the year. On October 22nd, 1844, the 2,300 year prophecy in Daniel 8:14 was fulfilled as Jesus moved from the Holy Place into the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary and began the investigative judgment where every case is being decided. That event took place 169 years, 6 months and 3 days ago.

(6. The Day of Atonement is still being fulfilled by Jesus and will continue until probation for the world ends, as will be announced by Jesus in Revelation 22:11) Anytime any yearly feast day would occur on the Sabbath day, it was called a High Sabbath. Every Sabbath day since October 22, 1844 has been a High Sabbath.

 

7. The Feast of Ingathering
Lev. 23:34 "Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month [shall be] the feast of tabernacles [for] seven days unto the LORD."
This is the seventh feast day called the feast of Tabernacles also called the feast of Ingathering that will be fulfilled by Jesus when He comes to gather in the saved of all the ages. 

(7. The Feast of Ingathering is to be fulfilled by Jesus soon."
These feast days were to be kept by Israel under the ceremonial part of the Law of Moses. The Law of Moses was to be placed in the side of the "ark of the covenant" to show that it was temporary in nature. At the cross, the requirement to keep the feast days ended and in the New Covenant was given the ordnances of Foot Washing, Communion and Baptism. When Jesus died He ratified the New Covenant with His blood. Nothing could be added to it. Sunday worship came too late to be in the New Covenant. We must keep the Sabbath which was the 4th commandment of the Ten Commandments which were kept in the ark under the mercy seat to show their permanence. 
 

Two problems Paul always had to deal with and that was the Jewish Christians always trying to get the Gentile Christians to keep the ceremonial laws, whether it was circumcision or the feast days. The Gentile Christians knew they were nailed to the cross. But they were constantly bickering and judging each other. That was what we read about in Galatians which is almost exclusively about the Law of Moses as are Colossians and other epistles. Those who are not well versed in Paul's writings will interpret Galatians, Colossians and Ephesians incorrectly.

One more reason why the people who keep the feast days are in error. You cannot keep two feast days simultaneously. The anti-typical Day of Atonement is still in effect and has been in process since 1844. So to try to keep another feast day during this feast day is an exercise in futility.

God’s prophet said the Passover feast day was to pass away forever and communion was to replace it. Why would she say that? Because Jesus fulfilled it as the anti-typical Passover Lamb. Here is the statement from DA 652.2 where God’s Prophet Says, “Christ was standing at the point of transition between two economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established (communion) was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages. ” {DA 652.2}

Since keeping the Passover ended, so does each one of the other four anti-typical feast days which have already been fulfilled and the 6th which will have been fulfilled when probation ends and the 7th when Jesus comes for His redeemed ones. 

Now I want you to listen carefully to this quote regarding the ordnance of foot washing connected with communion as it is very plain. God’s Prophet Says in RH, June 14, 1898 par. 15 and 16,

“In this ordinance, Christ discharged his disciples from the cares and burdens of the ancient Jewish obligations in rites and ceremonies. These no longer possessed any virtue; for type was meeting antitype in himself, the authority and foundation of all Jewish ordinances that pointed to him as the great and only efficacious offering for the sins of the world. He gave this simple ordinance that it might be a special season when he himself would always be present, to lead all participating in it to feel the pulse of their own conscience, to awaken them to an understanding of the lessons symbolized, to revive their memory, to convict of sin, and to receive their penitential repentance. He would teach them that brother is not to exalt himself above brother, that the dangers of disunion and strife shall be seen and appreciated; for the health and holy activity of the soul are involved.”  {RH, June 14, 1898 par. 15}

     “This ordinance does not speak so largely to man's intellectual capacity as to his heart. His moral and spiritual nature needs it. If his disciples had not needed this, it would not have been left for them as Christ's last established ordinance in connection with, and including, the last supper. It was Christ's desire to leave to his disciples an ordinance that would do for them the very thing they needed,--that would serve to disentangle them from the rites and ceremonies which they had hitherto engaged in as essential, and which the reception of the gospel made no longer of any force. To continue these rites would be an insult to Jehovah. Eating of the body, and drinking of the blood, of Christ, not merely at the sacramental service, but daily partaking of the bread of life to satisfy the soul's hunger, would be in receiving his word and doing his will.”  {RH, June 14, 1898 par. 16}

Obviously the Law of Moses as it pertained to ceremony and animal sacrifices pointed to Christ and ended at the cross. So what is the purpose of God’s eternal moral Law of absolutes?

To point out sin. Romans 3:20, “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”    Romans 7:7 “What shall we say then? is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” Paul names a specific commandment of the ten to show that it is necessary to be aware that he has sinned.

QUESTION #6  (Because of time restraint, this will be the final question.)

Who are the twenty-four elders around the throne that we read about in Revelation 4:4 and Revelation 4:10?

Some believe, but not all, that the saints that were resurrected with Jesus and went with Him to heaven at His ascension are the 24 elders.

On what do we base that proposition?

When we read Matthew 27:51-53 which says, “And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,  And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.”


Points to ponder: Point # 1 - Many of the saints arose from the dead in their glorified bodies.
Revelation 3:5 “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment;”

Point # 2 – Redeemed saints will be clothed in white raiment.

Revelation 4:4, 10, 11 “And round about the throne [were] four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.” 10 “The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”  

Point # 3 – Redeemed saints will have on their heads a crown of gold, a sign of victory.

God’s Prophet Says this in EW 295.1, “And all the redeemed host, old and young, great and small, cast their glittering crowns at the feet of their Redeemer, and prostrated themselves in adoration before Him, and worshiped Him that liveth forever and ever. The beautiful new earth, with all its glory, was the eternal inheritance of the saints. The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, was then given to the saints of the Most High, who were to possess it forever, even forever and ever.” {EW 295.1}
Point #4 – The redeemed saints have the white robe of Christ’s righteousness and a golden crown of victory. We believe these 24 elders to be resurrected and redeemed human beings. Now. If you disagree on this conclusion it is okay for it is not a salvational issue.
I appeal to you all, study the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy as never before and stand up and be counted among the faithful.

Tomorrow morning I will present a Sabbath sermon titled “Your Most Holy Place.” If you are not with us tomorrow, may you have a happy and holy High Sabbath.

Let us pray,

Heavenly Father, I thank you for the honor and privilege to address your people these past 12 days. Father your people are waking up. It only takes a spark to get a fire going, and may a fire burn in every heart with a determination to be in your church militant in this Battle between good and evil. Far too long oh Lord, we have played the role of a church potato, sitting and slumbering in our pews. Give your people courage and a holy boldness to separate from every form of compromise and stand on truth alone, in Jesus name, Amen.

